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Alliance of civilisations  

PROPOSITIONS FOR PROGRES CALENDAR COMPETITION 2012

Objectives  
· To promote diversity of cultures, ethnicities, tradition and religions as Serbia’s wealth and European values
· To contribute to marking of the UN Week in Serbia  
· To support improvement of education conditions in schools which, through demonstrated commitment of management, teachers and pupils, achieve best results in the calendar competition
· To support artistic talents and encourage their learning and development
· To promote European support to the South and South West Serbia 

Participation Criteria 

Pupils of all grades of secondary schools in 25 PROGRES participating municipalities will be eligible to participate in the competition.  

Competition Theme 
Serbia – Embracing Civilisations 
Beauty of diversity of cultures, ethnicities, tradition and religions 
The theme strives to promote different ethnical, cultural, religious, traditional and historical heritage in Serbia as a national wealth and privilege of the country and of all its citizens. 

Throughout its history, Serbia was filled with local and global migrations and various cultural influences. Due to its many differences Serbia represents the world in one. As a place of encounter and meeting of different cultures (civilizations), and one of the most important crossroads in Europe, Serbia represents a spot where civilizations embrace one another - Serbia is embracing many civilizations as much as it is embraced by them.

The theme is pointing to the fact that Serbia is a bridge between civilizations, a meeting spot where Christianity embraces Islam, where Continental Europe meets the Mediterranean, where the North meets the South and the East embraces the West...

The art as a proven powerful tool has the ability to present different cultures, religions, beliefs in a positive manner and to achieve the bridging of distances, as well as avoidance of misunderstandings and prejudice. 

Participants in this art competition will take an active part in creating a positive atmosphere for the promotion of dialogue, coexistence of diversity and understanding of different cultures as a national wealth and privilege of this country and all its citizens.
The theme is dedicated to the global initiative Alliance of Civilizations supported by the UN in Serbia as the main messages for the UN Week Celebration in Serbia 2011.

Furthermore this art competitoion and the theme promote important European values: multiculturalism and equality. 

Format of Expression 
Illustration, drawing, poster or collage 
All art pieces to be maximum size A3 (42 x 29.7 cm)

Responsibilities of Participating Schools 
School which decides to participate in the calendar competition will have to organise internal competition that will be accessible to the majority of pupils. Following the conduct of internal competition, the Selection Committee established by the school will select five best works whose authors are different pupils. 

School will submit up to five selected art pieces to PROGRES Prokuplje Office (Timočka 4, 18400 Prokuplje), latest by 10 November 2011.  

Selection Process 
The Selection Committee will be composed of five members: two figures with proven artistic background, one representative of youth, and two representatives of PROGRES. 

The Committee will select 12 best of all received works. Of these 12 works, the Committee will declare the third best, second best and best work. All 12 works will be depicted on PROGRES Calendar 2012 pages. 


Eligibility

All high schools and pupils of all grades of secondary schools in 25 PROGRES participating municipalities will be eligible to participate in the competition. 
PROGRES municipalities are:  Ivanjica, Nova Varoš, Novi Pazar, Priboj, Prijepolje, Raška, Sjenica, Tutin, Blace, Žitorađa, Kuršumlija, Prokuplje, Bojnik, Vlasotince, Lebane, Leskovac, Medveđa, Crna Trava, Bosilegrad, Bujanovac, Vladičin Han, Vranje, Preševo, Surdulica and Trgovište.
General Competition Rules
· Participation in the competition is free of charge

· All entries not respecting the theme or the technical/authorship requirements will be disqualified

· Only art pieces not yet published may be submitted

· Each submission must include the following information: name and address of the school, full name of a pupil for each art work and full name of a teacher
· The authors and schools must guaranty that all elements of submitted art pieces do not represent copies of other original works   

· Art pieces containing photographs or images of recognisable persons should, if possible, include the names, contact information and approval/s of person/s on the image. In case of minors (children under the age 18) the approval should be signed by a parent(s) or guardian(s). 

· Entries in principle may be returned to contestants upon submission of a written request that is provided latest by 31 January 2012.

· Wining 12 works may be used by PROGRES for the purposes of promotion, publicity, news, informational education or awareness relating to the PROGRES activities. 

· Entrants will be able to use their works, which they retain the copyright to, in their print and online portfolios, exhibitions, books and other publications and to disseminate (including sell) their works to interested clients, subsequent to the conclusion of PROGRES 2012 calendar publication in December 2011. 

· Authors of twelve best works will be credited on PROGRES Calendar

· PROGRES will not cover any costs for production and submission of art works.

Prizes for pupils and teachers  
Pupils authors of the 12 best works will receive the following awards: 

· First, second and third prize – digital video cameras 
· Nine consolation prizes – digital photo cameras 


Teachers from three best schools will be awarded books.

Prize for winning and for runner-up schools 
The Selection Committee will declare the wining school on a basis of overall quality of submitted works and number and quality of works selected for PROGRES Calendar 2012. The Committee will in addition take into consideration commitment in the organisation of internal competition.   

The winning school will be awarded with the school equipment and or materials up to the amount of 100,000 RSD. 

Two runner-up schools will be awarded with school equipment and or materials up to the amount of 50,000 RSD per school.

The exact list of school equipment or materials that will be purchased will be agreed with the winning and runner-up schools and according to their needs. PROGRES will purchase only equipment which clearly contributes to improved conditions for education of pupils. Example of equipment: computers, projector, video screen, materials for school creative workshops, sports equipment and similar.  

Prize Awards Ceremony 

PROGRES will organise prize award ceremony in one of the participating municipalities in mid December. The ceremony will also include the exhibition of all drawings submitted by schools and promotion of PROGRES calendar for 2012.  

The Programme is funded by the European Union, the Government of Switzerland and the Government of Serbia and is implemented by UNOPS, in partnership with 25 municipalities of the South and South West Serbia.

www.progresprogram.org

