
EU PROGRES IN LESKOVAC

19 Projects
Number of projects approved

749,775 Euros
Total value of approved projects 

EU PROGRES in Leskovac

“Leskovac implemented a great 
number of projects in partnership 
with EU PROGRES, all aiming to 
improve and modernise the City 
administration. The European 
Union, through EU PROGRES is our 
significant partner in achieving the 
joint goal: Serbia’s EU accession”. 
Goran Cvetanović
Mayor of Leskovac

Interesting facts about Leskovac
Leskovac continental climate with mild winters and 
moderately warm summers provides good conditions 
for agricultural growth. 

In 2012, the Organizing Committee of the International 
Fair in the Swiss town of Lugano declared Leskovac the 
"City of Taste" in the category of food and wine, based on 
the world known fragrances and flavours from the 
Leskovac "Roštiljada" (Grill Festival).

City of Leskovac
Pana Đukića 9-11
16000 Leskovac
+381 (0)16 200 804
www.gradleskovac.org 

148,782 people *

1,025 km2

33,998 RSD 

22,845 people

3,852,362,000 RSD
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Pupils from Kumarevo Proud of Their New School

LIST OF EU PROGRES PROJECTS IN LESKOVAC

Good Governance StatusMunicipal Co-funding EU PROGRES funds

The European Union and the Government of Switzerland, through 
the European Partnership with Municipalities - EU PROGRES, 
secured 97,043 Euros, while the City of Leskovac invested 40,000 
Euros to build the new school in Kumarevo, near Leskovac. The old 
building, constructed after the World War II, was torn down while 
the new one meets all conditions for quality schooling.

“Children are hard working and they achieved very good results 
in municipal competitions in Serbian and Math, even though they 
had to travel to the neighbouring village during construction of 
the new school. Ever since we’ve been using this building we have 

Social Distance-Challenges and Opportunities
There were eight exhibitions of works produced by 300 Roma and 
Serbian children during art workshops, art colony and an art 
competition. The joint work on art project helped decrease the social 
distance among the two ethnic groups.

960 Euros 10,140 Euros
Completed

Roma Educational Centre
Around 60 Roma children attended everyday classes adjusted to their 
age and individual needs for nine months, with the aim to strengthen 
their intellectual and social potentials, to increase their self-esteem 
and help them overcome cultural and other barriers. In parallel, work 
was organised with the parents, to promote the importance of 
education.

1,054 Euros 9,594 Euros
Completed

Radio Programme in Roma Language
The purchase and the installation of the radio transmitter increased 
the coverage of the Radio Leskovac to Medveđa, Bojnik and Lebane, 
covering an estimated 15,000 Roma living in the area. The informative 
and educational programme in Roma language supported social 
integration of the Roma population.

1,742 Euros 9,288 Euros
Completed

Together for Improvement of Employability
After three training sessions, the Leskovac Council for Employment 
was empowered to prepare the Local Action Plan for Employment, 
which envisages decrease of unemployment by 2,5% by the end of 
2013. The plan was adopted by the City Assembly. During 2013, 
Leskovac employed 38 graduates, thus contributing to the 
implementation of the Action Plan. 

1,546 Euros 10,415 Euros
Completed

Diversity connects
Using theatre and dance workshops, as well as peer education, 
around 400 Roma and Serbian youth and children, learned to address 
ethnically based discrimination. Following the workshops, the 
Multinational youth and children festival "Difference connects" was 
staged in front of 1,500 guests, and the children presented their 
cultural specificities and traditions. In addition, three best 
photographs selected in previously organised competition were 
awarded and exhibited during the Festival. 

1,040 Euros 8,840 Euros
Completed

RECENT SUCCESS

Before After

good  progress and the next year we shall record even better 
results”, teacher Suzana Ilić Stojiljković says.

The village inhabitants evoke how they welcomed the demolition of 
the old building. “We were really scared when children went to 
school. We knew the isolation was poor, as soon as it rained we 
started to worry whether there’d be a flood, or whether the water 
pouring down the walls, on electrical installations, would cause fire” 
Nenad Pešić said. No one even dared to mention the possibility of 
infections, due to improvised and unhygienic toilets.



Good Governance StatusMunicipal Co-funding EU PROGRES funds

Roma Education Centre II
This was the continuation of the support for organisation of 
everyday classes for more than 60 Roma children aged 4.5 – 14 
years, with the objective to strengthen their intellectual and social 
potential. All children have improved their school record, 15% on 
average. In addition, the importance of schooling was promoted 
among the parents. 

2,413 Euros 8,706 Euros
Completed

Mini Rehabilitation Centre
After the opening and equipping of the Mini Rehabilitation Centre, 
15% more people with disabilities have access to physiotherapy 
services. The beneficiaries have been trained to provide 
physiotherapy support of lower intensity to themselves or to other 
patients. The City of Leskovac approved funding for continuation of 
the work of the Centre.

1,789 Euros 8,803 Euros
Completed

Cultural caravan promoting tolerance
The cultural caravan that promoted inter-ethnic tolerance and 
diversity worked directly with 350 Roma and Serbian children from 
six Leskovac schools, while it indirectly involved 6,000 pupils. The 
children created six trees from recyclables, one in each school the 
caravan visited. 

874 Euros 8,031 Euros
Completed

Pollution Reduction
The installation of the filter in the heating plant reduced the soot 
concentration by 10% by the end of 2013 as well as emission of 
harmful gases below the emission limit values. Estimations show 
that the project contributed to the decrease of respiratory diseases 
among the children by 5%.

1,807 Euros 2,591 Euros
Completed

Supporting Women Entrepreneurship with Start-up Grants
This project supported female entrepreneur from Leskovac through 
provision of equipment for manufacturing of sports clothes for 
children and adults.

- 3,600 Euros
Completed

LIST OF EU PROGRES PROJECTS IN LESKOVAC

Municipal Management and Development Planning StatusMunicipal Co-funding EU PROGRES funds

Technical upgrade of Directorate for Planning and Construction
The new geodetic equipment for the “Directorate for Urbanism and 
Construction” contributed to urban development of the City of 
Leskovac.

- 25,000 Euros
Completed

Geodetic survey instrument with GPS integration
With the new equipment, the costs of the production of cadastre 
layers for planning documents, which ranged between 10,000 and 
30,000 Euros annually, now may be diverted into the creation of 
planning documents and urban projects. So far 35 locations have been 
recorded, 55 hectares in area.

- 27,272 Euros
Completed

Establishment of One Stop Shop
The One Stop Shop (OSS) is a unique centre for business support, 
which also fastens the process of issuing building permits. It is of 
great importance for the City bearing in mind it is closely connected to 
the “Green Zone” that will significantly improve the process of 
attraction of investments and economic development of the Jablanica 
and Pčinja Districts.

- 35,000 Euros
Completed

Preparation of the Foreign Direct Investment Plan
The Foreign Direct Investment plans offer a set of tools that promote 
the municipality as a desirable and attractive location for investment. 
Development of FDI Plans contributes to creation of municipal/city 
images that is tailored to the needs and demands of investors. The 
Plan also promotes comparative advantages of a local government in 
terms of investment and promote services that create business 
friendly environment.

- 16,680 Euros
Completed



Construction of the Elementary School “Radoje Domanović” in 
Kumarevo
The new school, covering 280 square metres, created adequate 
conditions for pre-school and primary education in Kumarevo. 
Furthermore, the Agro Info Centre, which has been set up in the school 
premises, creates conditions for improving skills and knowledge of 
agricultural labour force.

33,791 Euros 97,043 Euros
Completed

Infrastructure StatusMunicipal Co-funding EU PROGRES funds

Construction of the Green Zone in Leskovac 
Four investors have already sent a request to lease the plots in the 
Green Zone, which was equipped with the primary infrastructure in the 
area of 42 hectares. The Zone should facilitate investments of 5.5 
million Euros and create about 970 jobs within the next three years, 
while at least 200 entrepreneurs will be engaged for logistic support to 
large investors and at least 4,000 agriculture manufacturers/registered 
farms will be able to increase their economic activity by cooperating 
with major manufacturers. Co-funding for these activities was provided 
by the City of Leskovac, the Republic Directorate for Property of the 
Republic of Serbia, the Ministry of Environment, Mining and Spatial 
Planning, the PC “Power Distribution Company” Leskovac, the PC 
“Directorate for Urbanism and Construction” Leskovac, the PC “Roads 
of Serbia.

128,135 Euros 338,772 Euros
Completed

The Main Design for the Children's Health Care Centre 
The main design has been prepared for 1,100 square metres that will 
accommodate diagnostic equipment and laboratories. This is the first 
precondition for the reconstruction and upgrade of the Centre.

1,056 Euros 15,000 Euros
Completed

Procurement of the X-Ray Equipment for the Medical Centre 
The equipment improved diagnostic services, reduce the waiting time 
by 20% and increase the number of patients by 10%. It enabled the 
Medical Centre to meet the recommendations of the Ministry of Health 
for digital diagnostics, archiving system, connection to the central 
medical database and opportunity to introduce patient electronic 
record cards. All this is in line with the Strategy for Continuous 
Improvement of Health Care Quality and Patient Safety. 

10,000 Euros 100,000 Euros
Completed

Total for all projects 188,746 Euros 749,775 Euros
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The Cherry Festival
The Festival was organised at the beginning of July 2013 in Petrovac, 
gathering more than 500 participants, who attended lectures about 
renewable energy sources and the production of pellet from sour 
cherry pits, production of cherry and cherry brandy, the best cherry 
pie and brandy contest, and numerous traditional dancing 
performances. Leskovac, Lebane and Merošina signed a Cooperation 
Agreement for the production and placement of sour cherry, and it is 
expected that this document will also be signed by Medveđa, 
Vlasotince and Bojnik. This is the first step in the process of branding 
Oblačinska Cherry. 

2,539 Euros 15,000 Euros
Completed

Branding of Areas StatusMunicipal Co-funding EU PROGRES funds

Office in Novi Pazar
Kragujevačka 1, 36300 Novi Pazar
Tel: +381 (0)20 337 300, 337 301
Fax: +381 (0)20 411 032

Office in Prokuplje
Timočka 4, 18400 Prokuplje
Tel: +381 (0)27 333 125, 32 99 72
Fax: +381 (0)27 32 99 73

Office in Vranje
Kneza Miloša 52, 17500 Vranje
Tel: +381 (0)17 40 55 44, 40 55 45
Fax: +381 (0)17 40 55 46


